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Near MM26 on the main channel at Tan-
Tar-A, there’s a sandy beach equipped 
with chaise lounges and boasting 
incredible views of a privately owned 
island in the distance. An outdoor pool is 
situated just steps from the beach.
For those who prefer boating in style, hop 
aboard the 150-passenger, Tropic Island 
Cruise. A narrated, scenic tour departs 
daily from Tan-Tar-A’s dock. Private 
charters are available. Bask in the warm 
sunshine and gentle breezes from the top 
deck.
The Swinging Bridges of Brumley, a 
unique, off-the-beaten path treasure, are 

It’s All About 

on Swinging Bridges Road. The first and 
smaller structure, made of corrugated 
metal sections, glides over Mill Creek. 
The larger of the two bridges, suspended 
by wires above the Grand Glaise Creek 
and constructed of a series of wooden 
planks with boards perpendicular to the 
lower planks, guides vehicles across. An 
oxidized metal railing provides support for 
visitors to hold while walking the larger 
bridge. Beneath, a crystal aqua creek 
beckons people to fish or swim. 
A must-see is the Bridal Cave tour. Water 
picks up minerals and creates vibrant 
stalactite formations such as pipe organs, 

Lake of the Ozarks
soda straws, and angels. You’ll hear water 
dripping into puddles, smell wet rock, 
and feel the cool air on your skin. The 
peacefulness of the cave entices ...
A wonderful vantage point is the 
observation deck just outside Bridal 
Cave’s gift shop.  Here you’ll experience 
a picturesque sunset as the sky drips in 
yellow oranges. The curves of the lake’s 
shoreline complement her grandiose 
landscape.
And soon you’ll realize it’s all about the 
water!
For more information visit  
www.funlake.com. ¤ 
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With the stock market crash in 1929, job seekers traveled great 
distances to find work. Many heard of the Bagnall Dam project, 
led by Union Electric of St. Louis. The dam, completed in 18 
months, employed more than 40,000 men from every state and 
nine countries. The purpose — supply electricity to St. Louis and 
serve as a power source for St. Joseph’s smelting plant. Bagnall 
Dam would forever change the dynamic and geography of what is 
now called Lake of the Ozarks.
Willmore Lodge initially served as a recreation facility for 
company executives working on the dam project. Today it’s an 
invaluable historical museum for the dam and lake and site of the 
Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, a first stop for area visitors. 
Karen Kopis, Chamber of Commerce, says, “From the lodge, you 
can see seven-mile vistas of the Lake. 
“Three reasons people love the Lake of the Ozarks – quality 
family time, a slower pace, and boating,” says Karen. 
Camden on the Lake, an upscale resort, houses a full-service 
marina with covered slips for a fee. Complimentary, first come, 
first served, public slips are available for restaurant patrons. Lake 
activities include yacht and fishing charters through First Mate 
Yacht Services, located in the resort’s marina clubhouse. For 
watersports and pontoon rentals, visit the H. Toad Entertainment 
Complex.
Nicole Kever, director of sales, says, “Hotel guests, marina guests 
and those coming off the water can enjoy the pool’s swim-up bar 
and lakeside dining.”

In May and October, the Lake’s Harbor Hop attracts owners of an 
array of high-performance boats and pontoons. Participants draw 
playing cards at locations around the lake. Prizes are awarded for 
winning poker hands. 
Speedboat owners from around the world gather at the Super 
Cat Fest in August, hosted by Camden on the Lake Resort, 
showcasing sleek, offshore speedboats. Visitors can purvey the 
boats and chat with owners during this annual event.
Water plays a significant role at the Lake of the Ozarks State Park. 
Be sure to visit the Grand Glaize arm of the lake, rent a boat from 
Surdyke Boat Rentals at Public Beach #2, and motor the 9-mile 
long Aquatic Trail to Public Beach #1. Fourteen letter-marked 
buoys correspond to an interpretive brochure explaining the lake’s 
prominent features. At Station G, you’ll notice outcroppings 
full of cavities resembling sponges, which are reef remains 
originating from one-celled algae in ancient seas.
Park naturalist Cindy Hall says, “You can enjoy the trail, birds, 
historic structures, and landscapes. It’s a nice retreat from the 
busy activities on the main part of the lake.” 
Want fun for the entire family? Visit Tan-Tar-A Resort’s Timber 
Falls Indoor Waterpark. For a fee, guests and day-guests can 
enjoy colorful tube, body and treehouse slides, activity pool, lazy 
river, and calming whirlpool. A favorite is the 600-gallon bucket 
of water – you never know when it’s going to tip! 
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